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The article substantiates the importance of forming Ukrainian language competence, which is part of the professional
training of foreign students. The diversity and complexity of this process marks the specifics of medical education, which
involves the use of professional terminology both in educational and practical activities is noted. The article focuses on the need
to study the Ukrainian language, which is the basis for the successful integration of foreign medical students in the educational
process and facilitates the process of adaptation to life in Ukraine.

The main difficulties that foreign students face that arise at the initial stage of studying the Ukrainian language are
considered. The main ones are differences in grammar, phonetics, spelling, style, etc. Attention is focused on the positive impact
of preparatory faculties, which provide basic knowledge not only in professional disciplines but also acquaint with the culture,
traditions and social life of Ukrainians. Due to this, the training of foreign medical students in the initial courses is quite
successful and does not require additional efforts related to the organization of educational activities.

The main approaches to the formation of Ukrainian language competence of foreign students, namely the development of
communication skills not only in classes on the Ukrainian language but also during the study of professional disciplines, are
analyzed. It is noted that modeling clinical situations and practical classes with patients in hospitals have a positive effect on the
assimilation of new material and the improvement of language skills. Mastering the Ukrainian language contributes not only to
the successful training of foreign medical students but also to further professional activity in medical institutions of Ukraine,
where the state language is the main means of communication.
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intercultural relations and exchange of expe-
rience in international academic communities
emphasize the importance of foreign students’ training
at medical universities in Ukraine. High-quality com-
munication is a key factor for successful performance
of professional duties. That is why the formation of
Ukrainian language competence among foreign stu-
dents who receive higher medical education at uni-
versities in Ukraine is very important. Fundamental
knowledge of the Ukrainian language contributes not
only to the successful integration of foreign students in
the educational process, but also to the preparation for
future professional activities in the medical field, which
requires communication skills with both patients and
medical personnel. Ukrainian language competence is
an integral part of the professional training of future fo-
reign doctors, as it is necessary for understanding scien-
tific medical literature, maintaining the necessary docu-
mentation, establishing correct diagnoses and consul-
ting patients. Insufficient language proficiency can
become a barrier to effective training and further
professional activities of foreign students in Ukraine.
Review of the sources. The process of professional
training of foreign students and the formation of their
Ukrainian language competence is the subject of
research by many scientists. The peculiarities of future
foreign doctors’ training to master professional termi-
nology in medical institutions of higher education was
studied by N. Avramenko The problem of teaching the
Ukrainian language to foreign students is investigated
by L. Bey and O. Trostynska. The concept of language
education of foreigners in higher education institutions
of Ukraine was studied by T. Mazuryk. Scientists O. Kov-
tunenko, T. Filat, L. Serbinenko, M. Sidora, O. Zaporo-
zhets state that the difficulties of attracting foreign stu-

Introduction. Modern globalization, establishing
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dents primarily arise from lack of language knowlodge.
Also such scientists as O. Ignatyuk, I. Sladkikh, T. De-
mentieva, V. Gumenyuk emphasize the importance of
language training at medical universities of Ukraine.

The purpose of the article is to analyze the main
features of the formation of Ukrainian language com-
petence of foreign foreign students who study at
medical universities in Ukraine.

Presentation of the material. Training of future
foreign doctors in Ukraine is one of the effective forms
of cultural and scientific cooperation, which contributes
to strengthening the authority of our country in the
international stage and is a source of additional funding
for education. It was noted by N. Avramenko that
foreign students are a special category of youth. Their
aim is to obtain higher education of the European
model in Ukraine. After entering medical institutions of
higher education they are trained under a special prog-
ram for foreigners to study the language and culture of
the country and some specialized disciplines [1, 37].
Before the full-scale invasion, Ukraine held a worthy
position among developed European countries in terms
of the total number of foreign students. In most cases
foreigners chose medical, dental and pharmaceutical
specialties.

Future foreign doctors obtain higher medical edu-
cation in 16 universities of Ukraine. According to the
Ukrainian State Center for International Education in
2023, the number of medical students was as follows:
at Zaporizhzhia State Medical University — 2875 fo-
reign students; Kharkiv National Medical University —
2429; O. Bogomolets National Medical University —
2421; National Pirogov Medical University, Vinnitsa —
2124; Odessa National Medical University — 1941;
I. Ya. Horbachevsky Ternopil National Medical Univer-
sity — 1737 [11, 37].
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Figure 1. The number of foreign students at medical universities of Ukraine as of January 1, 2023.
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The formation of Ukrainian language competence is
an important component of the professional training of
foreign medical students. It provides a successful
integration of foreign students into the professional
medical environment of our country, compliance with
the requirements of medical care and communicative
interaction with patients.

Competence (from Lat. competens (competentis) —
proper, appropriate), according to the materials of the
dictionary of foreign words, means awareness, know-
ledge, authority [10, 282].

The term “competence” is studied by modern native
and foreign scientists. Ukrainian pedagogue N. Moi-
seyuk believes that “competence is the quality of the
individual, which is necessary for high-quality produc-
tive activity in a certain area” [6, 18]. She emphasizes
that competence includes not abstract general and su-
bject skills, but specific life skills that will be necessary
for a person of any age or profession.

Scientists A. Antonova and L.Maslak describe
competence as a harmonious, integrated, systematic
combination of knowledge, skills, norms, emotional
value attitude and reflection, which ensure the readiness
of the individual to solve practical problems [2, 101].

According to M. Golovan, “competence is the pos-
session manifested in effective activity and including a
personal attitude to the subject and product of activity.
Competence is an integrative formation of the indi-
vidual, integrating knowledge, skills, experience and
personal properties that determine the desire, ability
and willingness to solve problems and tasks that arise in
real life situations, while realizing the significance of
the subject and result of activity” [3, 29].

Competence as an ability to perform different tasks
or work is also defined in the normative documents of
the International Board of Standards for Training, Per-
formance and Instruction (IBSTPI). Moreover, the con-
cept of competence implies a set of knowledge, skills
and attitudes that allow an individual to act effectively
or perform certain functions aimed at achieving certain
standards in the professional field [12, 31].

As Ukraine is a popular country for medical edu-
cation, many students come here from countries where
the Ukrainian language is not used. So, in most Western
countries, educational services are provided only to tho-
se foreign citizens who speak the language of instruc-
tion and have appropriate certificates of secondary edu-
cation and preliminary language training. In Ukraine
foreign citizens are offered preparatory departments.
According to O. Ignatyuk, the preparatory faculty for
foreign citizens is the first step in mastering the
knowledge base, skills and abilities in the field of the
future profession. Training of foreign citizens in the
preparatory department (faculty) is a complex, bran-
ched, creative process that depends on many factors:
the initial level of training, the mental state of students
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during the adaptation period, the ability to assimilate
information in a non-native language and many others.
Applicants of the preparatory department (faculty)
during their studies should acquire a certain basic set of
knowledge, skills and abilities in the chosen specialty
[5, 40].

In I. Ya. Horbachevsky Ternopil National Medical
University, foreign students, in addition to language
training, have the opportunity to get acquainted with
the content of general scientific disciplines. In
particular, they study subjects such as “Chemistry”,
“Physics”, “Mathematics”, where they learn the basic
terms and concepts that are necessary for further edu-
cation in higher medical education institutions in
Ukraine. Also, students of the preparatory department
(faculty) study the course “Country Studies” through
which they get acquainted with the history, culture and
customs of Ukraine. According to surveys, this course
is very interesting for foreign citizens and helps them
to adapt more easily to life in a new country.

Institutions of higher medical education in Ukraine
pay special attention to the development of Ukrainian
language competence during the studies of foreign
students.

On the opinion of 1. Semenenko “the effectiveness
of professional training of foreign students depends on
the assimilation of the language of the country of study
as a means of communication. During the process of
language training the professional value attitude of
foreign students to specialized training should be laid as
a conscious attitude to the subject of educational acti-
vity. This awareness is expressed in the understanding
of the importance and significance of language training
for their professional education” [8, 230]. In the process
of studying the problem of teaching foreign students in
higher education institutions, attention is drawn to the
need of establishing integrative ties between teachers of
language training and teachers of a professional profile.
It is also considered appropriate to introduce interdis-
ciplinary connections for all specialties without excep-
tion. This will allow students to process professional
texts already during language training.

In order to master speaking, reading and writing in
Ukrainian language, it is important to learn consciously
the system of the language as a whole (phonetics, voca-
bulary, grammar), as well as the laws of the language
(comparison of the systems of Ukrainian and English
languages).

Based on the analyzed sources, it can be assumed
that Ukrainian language competence is a set of know-
ledge, skills and abilities that are necessary for the
effective use of the Ukrainian language in all activities,
in particular in the professional activities of a doctor. It
is an important component of the general language
culture, which allows a person to communicate, learn,
work and participate in public life effectively.
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Figure 2. Components of Ukrainian language competence for foreign medical students

These components are considered in the process of
learning the Ukrainian language by foreign students
who study at medical universities of Ukraine. As the
course of the modern Ukrainian literary language is
designed to provide professional training in the modern
Ukrainian literary language, to help students practically
master its literary norms, to form strong skills of written
and oral speech

During the first months of training, future foreign
doctors need to learn a large number of new words,
specific terms and phrases of the Ukrainian language.
The medical student has to solve various problems that
require the formation of skills and knowledge in va-
rious areas of educational and professional activities, in
particular, communicate with patients during practical
training in the hospital, writing a medical history,
working in laboratories, participating in scientific and
practical conferences, etc.

In order to solve these problems and to ensure the
possibility of communication in the Ukrainian speaking
environment, a foreign medical student needs to master
the skills and abilities in all types of speech activity
(reading, listening, speaking, writing).

The specifics of the methodology of teaching the
Ukrainian language as a foreign requires attention,
firstly, to the peculiarities of the Ukrainian language
communication environment and secondly, to the assi-
milation of professional subjects from the first days of
being in a medical university. This motivates the rele-
vance of personality oriented approach to the prepa-
ration of a future foreign doctor, the search for such
pedagogical conditions that would maximize the
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formation of a person capable of independently regu-
lating ones own education in medical university.

The whole system of training is aimed at mastering
the language material and consists of four stages:

1) knowledge message;

2) formation of speech skills;

3) improvement of speech skills;

4) development of speech skills.

According to T. Serghienko in teaching foreign stu-
dents it is important to form speaking skills that are
most realized in typical doctor-patient situations at
different stages of communication:

- At the stage of actual communication — the skills
of expressing formulas of speech etiquette and using
interrogative sentences regarding the passport charac-
teristics of the patient;

- At the stage of the system survey — the skills of
using various types of questions in order to collect me-
dical history and find out the patient's symptoms;

- At the stage of objective examination — the skills
of motivation the patients to perform certain actions
during various types of examination, and responds to
patients’ questions and possible psycho-emotional ele-
ments in their behavior;

- At the stage of recommendations — the skills of
notifying and expressing explanations about the course
of treatment, motivation to observe the rules of usage
and dosage of drugs, regimen and lifestyle [9, 70].

During the training of foreign students in the
Ukrainian speaking environment, the most efficient and
effective can be considered such a training organization
that would ensure the involvement of students in the
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communicative activities of medical specialist. At the
same time the linguistic and mental activity of people
are in the spotlight. The main object of study is
linguistic communication and the functional properties
of language and speech in their inseparable unity.

According to I. Humenna effective communication
requires:

- common language of communication participants;

- common vocabulary;

- logical thinking;

- attitude of interlocutors to each other;

- trust in interlocutor;

- honesty, sincerity in the process of communi-
cation;

- correspondence between verbal and non-verbal
modes of communication;

- the presence of a single communicative space;

- the presence of feedback as well as the signifi-
cance of information [4, 17].

As the course of studying the Ukrainian language is
primarily practical, its purpose is to master the lan-
guage, which lies in the formation of communicative
professional competence of foreign students. Therefore,
the communicative approach is the main factor that
forms the methodological orientation of language tea-
cher in tutoring the Ukrainian language to foreign
students.

In the process of forming communicative skills
regarding the study of Ukrainian by foreigners, the
most efficient and effective can be considered such an
organization of training that would ensure the invol-
vement of students in communicative activities, be-
cause the communicative approach involves entering
such areas of communication where the intentions of
the speaker, his role characteristics, special strategies of
speech behavior are manifested. The focus is on issues
related to the use of language in specific speech acts
and phenomena.

In the process of learning with a communicative
approach, students acquire communicative competence
— the ability to use the language depending on the
specific situation. It is indicative that students learn
communication in the process of communication itself.

We consider that free communication should be
practiced from the first lessons, that is, the expression
of one’s own thoughts, proposals, judgments, expla-
nations, questions in unplanned situations. The teacher
can start classes with questions that directly relate to the
life of students: “How are you doing? What did you do
yesterday? How did you spend your weekend?

To activate the previously studied vocabulary and
develop the student’s creative abilities at the beginning
of the lesson, the teacher can conduct a variety of exer-
cises: associograms, training cards, chain games, cross-
words, exercises such as “question — answer”.

According to many researchers, the communicative
approach to studying is the most effective, as it is aimed
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at the formation and development of speech, mental
abilities and skills of students, the practice of situational
communication and immersion in the Ukrainian
language communication process. Among the positive
features of learning based on a communicative
approach we propose to use the native language of stu-
dents for revealing the meaning of educational material,
the perception of language in the learning process as
means of communication, the development of oral
speech when learning a foreign language, the study of
grammar in language models that contribute to better
assimilation of material.

Another very effective approach to language lear-
ning is the activity approach. It is aimed at the forma-
tion and development of cross-cutting skills and perso-
nality: abilities for teamwork, self-improvement, self-
realization, successful adaptation in society, application
of theoretical knowledge in practice, etc [7, 117].

Many scientists give competence approach, which
focuses on the modern requirements of society in its
innovative development, designed to direct the educa-
tional process to the formation and development of
common (basic) and subject (professional) competen-
cies, resulting in the harmonization of educational and
life goals [9, 69]. The center of competence approach in
teaching Ukrainian as a foreign language is the forma-
tion of communicative speech competence, which is
characterized by the ability to use the learned informa-
tion and skills in accordance with communicative tasks.

The studying of Ukrainian language by foreign
medical students is a long-term process and requires the
use of various approaches, methods and consideration
of personal individual characteristics and national
cultural factors.

Conclusion. The formation of Ukrainian-language
competence among foreign medical students is an
important component of their professional training.
Mastering the Ukrainian language not only contributes
to the integration of students into the educational pro-
cess, but also increases their ability to communicate
effectively with patients and colleagues in a professio-
nal environment. The Ukrainian language helps foreign
students to understand medical terminology better,
master theoretical and practical knowledge and follow
ethical standards which are inherented to the medical
profession in Ukraine. The importance of targeted lan-
guage learning lies in the development of commu-
nication skills that are critical for successful medical
practice.

REFERENCES

1. Avramenko, N.O. (2019). Pidhotovka maibutnikh lika-
riv-inozemtsiv do ovolodinnia profesiinoiu terminolohiieiu u
medychnykh zakladakh vyshchoi osvity [Preparing future
foreign doctors to master professional terminology in medical
institutions of higher education]. Candidate’s thesis. Khmel-
nytskyi, 354 p. [in Ukrainian].

162



FORMATION OF UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE COMPETENCE AS PART OF FOREIGN STUDENTS’
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN MEDICAL UNIVERSITIES OF UKRAINE

2. Antonova, O.Ye. & Maslak, L.P. (2011). Yevropeiskii
vymir kompetentnisnoho pidkhodu ta yoho kontseptualni
zasady. Profesiina pedahohichna osvita: kompetentnisnyi
pidkhid [European dimension of competence approach and its
conceptual foundations. Professional pedagogical education:
competence approach]. Monograph. Zhytomyr, pp. 81-109.
[in Ukrainian].

3. Holovan, M.S. (2008). Kompetentsiia i kompetentnist:
dosvid teorii, teoriia dosvidu [Competence and competence:
experience of theory, theory of experience]. Publ. Higher
Education of Ukraine. No.3. pp. 23-30. [in Ukrainian].

4. Humena, L.R. (2016). Pidhotovka maibutnikh likariv do
profesiinoi komunikatsii na zasadakh mizhdystsyplinarnoi
intehratsii [Preparing future doctors for professional com-
munication on the basis of interdisciplinary integration].
Candidate’s thesis. Rivne, 270 p. [in Ukrainian].

5. Thnatiuk, O.A. & Sladkykh, I.A. (2011). Sutnist poniat-
tia hotovnist studentiv-inozemtsiv hrup dovuzivskoi pidho-
tovky do navchannia u vyshchykh tekhnichnykh navchalnykh
zakladakh [The essence of the concept of readiness of foreign
students of pre-university training groups to study in higher
technical educational institutions]. Pedagogy: scientific works.
No. 161 (173), pp. 38—44. [in Ukrainian].

6. Moiseiuk, N.Ye. (2007). Pedahohika [Pedagogy]. Study
guide. Publ. 5. Kyiv, p. 656. [in Ukrainian].

7. Pradivliannyi, M.H. (2016). Vykorystannia osobystisno
oriientovanoho pidkhodu u formuvanni hotovnosti do
inshomovnoho profesiinoho spilkuvannia studentiv tekhnich-
nykh spetsialnostei [ The use of a personally oriented approach

in the formation of readiness for foreign language professional
communication of students of technical specialties]. Vinnytsia
Politechnic University. No. 4. pp. 115-119. [in Ukrainian].

8. Semenenko, I.Ye. (2015). Analiz teoretychnykh pid-
khodiv do vyznachennia poniattia “fakhova pidhotovka”
inozemnykh studentiv [Analysis of theoretical approaches to
the definition of the concept of “professional training” of
foreign students]. Pedagogy and psychology, No. 51. pp. 228—
237. [in Ukrainian].

9. Serhiienko, T.V. (2017). Naukovo-teoretychni zasady
formuvannia navychok fakhovoi medychnoi komunikatsii v
inozemnykh studentiv medychnykh universytetiv Ukrainy
[Scientific and theoretical principles of formation of pro-
fessional medical communication skills in foreign students of
medical universities of Ukraine]. Higher education of
Ukraine. No. 4. Kyiv, pp. 66-72. [in Ukrainian].

10. Morozov, S.M. & Shkaraputa, L.M. (2000). Slovnyk
inshomovnykh sliv [Dictionary of foreign words]. Kyiv, 680 p.
[in Ukrainian].

11. Ukrainskyi derzhavnyi tsentr mizhnarodnoi osvity
[Ukrainian State Center of International Education], Avaible
at: https://studyinukraine.gov.ua/uk/statistika/ [in Ukrainian].

12. Foxon, Marguerite; Richey, Rita C.; Roberts, Robert C.;
Spannaus, Timothy W. (2003). Training Manager Competen-
cies: The standards (3rd Ed.). Syracuse, NY: ERIC Clearing-
house on Information and Technology, p. 177. [in English].

Crarrs Haniinuia no pepakuii 05.11.2024

VLR OFTI ZOCROF TV SR LTI ZHOCR FTOLDO RS

“3 ycix meopins HaiinpeKpackiue — AW0OUHA, WO OMPUMAA NPEKPACHE BUX0BAHHS .

“

EniKmem
0asHbozpeubKuil Pirnocod

Pa60a 3a6:K0U Nepemazae; THulA Pid, 1o 0eKOAL NEPeM0za MOKe NPUimu 3 PamarbHuM 3anisHenuam .

Ipuna Birvoe
YKpaincbKa nuUCbMeHHUUS

“BHauno Aezue NOMUAUMUCH UWIAKOM, HIK HATIOAOBUHY .

Hozann Borvgpeanz gon Teme
HIMeubKuUil noem, npo3aix, opamamype

Jlounime pobumu me, wo nompibno. Jlomim pobims me, w0 MoxKAUB0. I 61 panmom eussume, U0

pobume nemoxpuee”.

Ce. Ppanyuck AciacoKuil
IMAATCOKUT XPUCTUAHCOKUTL C6aAMUTL

M1oduna nosunna noeaxxgmu c60e NOKAUKAHHS, AKUM bu 60no He byro, 1§ nidmpumyeamu zionicmo
Ub020 NOKAUKAHHS, T 6UMA2AMU 610 THUUX N08d2l 00 HbO2O, AKILO B0HO M020 éapme’.

Yapasz DikKeHc
AHZATHCOKUTL NUCOMEHHUK,

O TOSOICR T ZOICROF TV ZICROZTI ZOCR (FTOLDO RS

163

Momnons 1 purok Ne 11 (231), 2024



